Appendix 2: Using Citect IN| Parameters 63220-100-200D1
Performance Tuning Parameters 05/2011

Normal Priority Tag Refresh: 1000 ms
High Priority Tag Refresh: 500 ms

Example:
[PM870.MYCLUSTER.PORT_1]]
HighScanRate 25
LowScanRate 500T

Advanced Tag Block Capabilities (Invalid Memory Access Blocks defined)

Some devices may restrict access to certain memory registers. Such registers may be
available for read only, write only or may not be available at all, resulting in a MODBUS
exception when the registers are addressed.

Definition: Blocks of registers that cannot be read or written to are referred as “invalid
memory access blocks.”

These devices create a challenge for the PWRMODBUS driver. If the device has
invalid blocks that do not support scattered reads (or they are disabled for this device),
the driver may try to read registers in blocks that intersect with the registers that cannot
be read. This can resultin the whole block being invalidated and, in certain cases, may
also resultin device being taken offline. Figure 1 (below) illustrates an invalid block in
the middle of an address space.
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Figure 1 shows how the "invalid memory access block" affects MODBUS register
blocking. In this situation, if the driver does not know that the block of 3 inaccessible
registers exists, it will try to block all registers from 1 to N (depending on data that was
requested by the real-time data collector). This block, however, will never be read
successfully, as the device will respond with an exception to all attempts to read invalid
registers.

If the configuration includes information about invalid memory access blocks, the driver
will create two blocks instead of one, as shown in Figure 2:
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In Figure 2, invalid registers were taken into account when the block was constructed.
When configuring device that has invalid memory areas, itis especially important to
define all blocks that may interfere with any of the tags.

Invalid Block Tag Definition Syntax

Invalid access memory areas are defined as variable tags, using the following format
for the address:

T:IB;{m|i|c|s}:<start register>:u<count>;E:1;L:P:0

where

*m, i, cand s define the type of MODBUS register

* <start_register>is the first register address of the invalid access block

* <count> defines the number of registers in the invalid access block

Example:

T:IB;m:300:ul0;E:1;L:P:0

This defines an invalid access block of ten holding registers starting from register 300.
Configuration Notes

When one or more invalid access blocks is defined according to the syntax above, tags
configured to read any of invalid registers will be affected by it. If any of the tag
registers fall into an invalid memory access block, this tag will not be readable; any
attempt to read its value will resultin #COM, as shown on Figure 3:
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However, such tags do not affect other tags, because the PWRMODBUS driver
implements algorithms that prevent tags from being invalidated by invalid memory
block logic.

Tags that try to use invalid registers are detected on startup and can be found by
analysing the log file. This is an example trace:

[DEBUG]

[REAL] [GeneralDriver: :BaseDatapointBuilder: :BuildDataPoints () ]
Adding datapoint. Tag - BCM1\H QIVR34\SwlStr Address -
T:55;m:283:2;E:1;L:P:26 Datapoint: class Datapoints::Status SS

[DEBUG] [REAL] [RealTimeData: :DeviceCache: :Subscribe ()] Init
Registers: Polled Registers: Address:283 Type:3

[ERROR] [MISC] [RealTimeData::BlockBuilder::AddDataPoint ()] Cannot
add datapoint, one or more invalid memory addresses fall into non-
splittable block

[ERROR] [MISC]

[GeneralDriver: :BaseDatapointBuilder: :BuildDataPoints ()] Could not
init datapoint. Tag BCMI\H QIVR34\SwlStr Address
T:SS;m:283:2;E:1;L:P:26. Analyze other messages, this tag address
may contain invalid registers

Such output is expected when a holding register with address 283 is declared invalid.
This trace helps figure out any configuration issues.

Write-only Memory

If a certain register range is accessible for write only, no additional configuration may
be needed. However, to prevent the driver block optimizer from including these
registers in a poll, they also must be configured by adding “invalid block” tags as
described in the Invalid Block Tag Definition Syntax, described above. Declaring these
registers invalid will not prevent drivers from trying to write to them. Figure 4 illustrates
a write-only memory configuration:
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Write-only registers should not be confused with write-only datapoints that internally
read a register before attempting to write. Declaring the register they read invalid will
resultin a datapoint not working; such mistake should be avoided. Figure 4 shows
“WriteOnlyDP” as an example; this tag cannot be read (it will result in #COM), but
internally it needs to get the register value before writing into it. If this register was
declared invalid, tag writes would also fail.

Figure 5 illustrates a write-only datapoint:
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Tag Blocking Notes

PowerLogic SCADA drivers support an advanced blocking mechanism for tags. That
is, real-time tags are no longer blocked together with write-only tags.

Tags found invalid, due to intersection with invalid memory areas, are not blocked with
“good” real-time tags and will not therefore interfere with them.

Write-only Tags

Beginning with driver version 2.0.1.1, the write-only tags feature is fully supported.
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There are no special logic codes or address formats for write-only tags. If a tag
references memory that was declared invalid (see Invalid block tag definition syntax,
above), and its datapoint has writing capabilities, the tag becomes write only. No
preliminary checks are performed to verify that the memory can be written to, and no
additional configuration is needed. Itis assumed that, if the tag is configured to write
into memory that has been declared “invalid,” the memory can actually be written to.

Itis important to understand that scaled write tags (code 110) will become write-only
tags, if that scale register can be read. Tag Device\TagN on Figure 6 explains this
case: the datapoint needs to read the scale value from the scale register in order to
write scaled value to write-only register. However, as long as the actual register
belongs to the memory that can only be written to (and itis configured using T:IB tag
syntax as explained in Invalid Block Tag Definition Syntax above), this tag cannot be

read.
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The fact that the tag mentioned before cannot be read will not affect other tags reads
(see Tag Blocking Notes, above).

Note: The write-through feature of the device cache is disabled for write-only tags.
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